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begin with. the Firſt, ſo far as 1 could learn, 
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been concerned in the late Piracies in the * 
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| 10 8 and then being deſtitute of an immedi- 

date N of getting home, turn d Py- 
rats. ; 

ans | hey who Wet from our 58 Colo 


nies, were either old Buckaneers or Pfivateers 


who had Commiſſions from the Governours, 
or ſuch as went to Trade with the Pyrats at 
Aſadagaſcur, who being debauch d with their 


bad mpany joind with them. 
This (in 12 was the manner how) our 


Eaſtern Pyracies did riſe, and have lately 
grown to ſuch a height as we fee at preſent. 

Proceed we now to enquire into the Cauſes of 
that mighty Grievance to the Trading part of 
the World: and, theſe we may reduce to Two 
Claſſes, viz. Real, and pretended. The real 
Cauſe (to name only one) is undoubtedly, 
the general depravation of Seamens manners, 


and their little or no ſenſe of Religion. The 


Pretended one, what the Pryats uſually alledge 
themſelves, Lt are ſuch as follow. 

1. The Bard uſage they met with at home 
during the War, by bein preſs'd, and haled 
from their Fardilies like Dogs on board the 
Men of War, and then for little or no faults 


cruelly beat and abus'd by their Officer, which 


B uſage 
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ib Have been cithier Told,” taken, or ciſt- 


aer 
> e from Countrymen was more unf 
ry han the moſt ſevere hardſhips the 
could endure from barbarous Foreigners. 
2. They were often deprived of a conſide- 
| aig ek of their proviſions, or oblig'd to eat 
ſuch ſtinking meat, as was more like to kill 
than nouriſh Mens Bodies. 
2 Fer They complained much of the ſevere 
confinement they endur d many Months after 
they were preſsd, tho both neceſſary buſi- 
and their health required their being o 
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4. They ſaid it was an irreſiſtable proyoca- 
tion, to ſee their Wives and Families reduc'd 
to the extremeties of pinching Want and Beg- 
gary becauſe they were not duly paid 

early. | F 
eb 0s ne e com. 
plain d of the barbarity of their Commanders, 

eſpecially in depriving them of their ſuſte- 
nance, not allowing them half of what was 
neceflary to preſerve their Bodies in health, 
they frequently ſuffering extream thirſt by the 
denying them Water, notwithſtanding many 
Tuns left when they came into Port. Some 
blam'd their Ca 1 that had made them 

believe, they had lawful Commiſſions it 
| | 


the Enemies of the Nation, bit when at Sea, 
they met not with their defir'd f ucceſs, their 
Commanders by their Authority and Example 
engag d them to do thoſe things, they former- — 
ly never i to have done. 

Others ſaid, They would never have en- 
gag d, and been guilty of ſuch Crimes, had 
they not been deſtitute of an ; Opportunity of 
getting out of that Countrs 
or ſhipwrack of the Veſſels they came in. 

But ſome of the old Barden Pirats ald, 
they lookt on it as little or no fin to take what 
they could from ſuch Heathens as the Moors 
and other Indians were. 

Theſe are the chief Cauſes of Piracy, at 
leaſt the chief Reaſons commonly given by 
Pirats, why they betake themſe Ml; to that 


horrid way of Living. Give me leave in the 


next place to examine thoſe Reaſons a little, 
and firſt Tl! begin with the Real Cauſe of Pi- 
racy above mention d, viz. The General Depra- 
vation of Seamens Mane Here III brieffy 
endeavour to diſcover whence that Deprava- 
tion 3 „ and then propoſe what may 
be inſtrumental to remove it. 

Our Seamens manners are not a little cor- 


rupted by the bad Example their Officers 
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ſhew them; and the great negle@ in;cauſing 
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due Puniſhments to by inflicted on ſuch as are 
guuilty of Swearing, Drukenneſs and other 
Pie The great negle& of having Di- 
vine Worſhip duly een on board their 
Ships, and the averſion many Commanders 
have to the carrying of a Miniſter to Sea with 
them, and ſome that do will ſcarce permit 
chem to do the Duty of their Ofhee, once 4 
Week, whereas they might order their Affairs, 
ſo as not to let one day paſs without worſhip- 
ing God in publick, except in bad weather, 
— know ſome good pigus Commanders do; 
Thee alſo too frequently oblige their Men to 
work a Sundays which might as well be let 
alone to another day; by this means they 
are both q deprived ; of the oppor tunities 
ſerving God, and the Seaſons that are ſet 
apart for it. I was told by a certain Com- 
mander, that in a large 5 uſed to go long 
Voyages, he was bound under an Obligation 
by his Employers not to ny a Miniſter with 
him to Sea, which I was ſurpriſed to hear. 
For if true, it's one rep way to unchriſtian 
People in thoſe long Voyages for ſeveral 
Years together, without hearing the name of 
God or Chrift among them, unleſs in prophane 
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Swearing; heren if a Chriſtian © are were 
eſſe that theſe — and N ne were re- 
dr and A y worſhi 

both in goons. 1 ric: is) it would opt 
in our Seamen ſach a Veneration for Religion 
and the Author of it, that they would grow 
more and more in love with the pradtiegtef it, 
and be ſo much reform'd, that they would ab- 
hor the very thoughts of the commiſſion of 


amy uch deteſtible Crime as s Pyracy: In order 


ta ich, ISG Ab 21. 
251. Care ſhould be ben that no Officers 


{hould-be choſen, but ſuch as are of the beſt 


Character for Vertue and Viety,' and beſides 
their general Inſtructions, the) ſhould have 
particular i injunctions to ſnew a goo 
to keep the Lord's Day very Sacred, and du- 


1 Worſhip God in Publick, and at all other 
times 8 puniſh anUlQiſcounteng! ce Vice, 


and vicious Perſons; and at no time to nep- 
lect 1 application to the Biſhop'of Lon- 
don for Learned and Pious Chaplains, and to 
allow thpym as Sood Accommodatibtr as the 
Ship caniafford ) a 
the end of lis Voyage, 

Certificate, eds duly egy With 
that part of his Inſtructions. 
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e 5 — Lives debars them from „ 


1 living on ſhore; 85 whereas, Were 100 l. Year 
allowed every Chaplain, it would invite Men 
better quali 22 5 1 Benz and for their 


e . 
18 before hectectivediis pdy, 
tag Captai ate of his di- 
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ſhort account gr Journgh, tothe Biſhopiof al. 
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and ſuppreffing of Vice, às is in Men of War: 
75 thatthey-nitght the bettef he bnabled to 
Worſhip God asck as they ought'in Ships; who had 

no Chaplains; 'twere to be will'd a ſhort {er- 
vice were compos'd' fot their. Uſe, with forms 
forall octafions. And char Religion might rol-⸗ 
per among them, there ſhould be à ſpecial Or- 
der to alt Commanders to ſee the Worſhip of 
God du) e ald the penal Laws a- 
gainſt all Sin put in Beete Fand a printed 
Abridgment of all Acts relating to Seafaring- 
men, ſent a. board every Are ht: ſet up in 
lome conyenient place, where it may be al- 

ways in their View, and ſo being forewarn'd 
of their danger, they might forbear to of. 
fend. 12 

Thus) you ſee th e Grand Cauſe of 2 | 
ihe General" Td Sea-mens Manners 
and how the 9 70 DAY Fo: RY FUR for the 
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eos, in order to excuſe their fond Trade 
of Pyracy. 
In the firſt place then, To. excuſe them- 
ſelyes for turning Pyrats, they alledge the ve 
ry ill ulage they met Fark, | in being drubb'd 
and beaten unmercifully by their Officers; 
and that for little or no fault, while they 115 
long d to the King's Service. What truth 
there is in this, I will not ſay; but this 1 will 
dare to avouch, that the beſt way to remedy 
this Grievance,. i is to THY the Sea: mens 
Manners in general; for till we have good 
Sea · men to make good Officers of, it will al- 
| ways, be ſo; for the bad Sea- men "when they 
come to Command wi ill puniſh, beyond Law, 
or Reaſon, if care Se not taken to make choiſe 
of ſuch as are virtuous, and commands re- 
peated to them not to exceed in ſeverity, and 
puniſh none without advice of inferiour Of- 
ticers, and to hear all juſt Complaints. We 
are more deficient, in lenity and encourage- 


ing, and 80 more by en than * = 
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The next IE plaint is 18, They — Hot | 
the allowance of wholſome Proviſions that is 
order d them. Tho' * has not been ſo fre- 
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ſuem as the:othery yet it chase hap 
2 
combi deut £ of! e the Captains 
are Purſers themſelves, — — 
fer'd either tough the Purſerla cattleſneſs, 
or covetesuſneſt, by not providing wholſor 
Victuals and enough of it, or defraud ing them 
of their due. The way to redreſs this, is 3 
ſtrictarder no Commanders to fed juſtice done 
inf hi natter, and not to/expe 


& or take 
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gratuity from their Purſers to favour them in 


aw en- 
rſons to 
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Another great complaint is, their lying but 
of their pa yytand being turned over into o- 


ther ſhips, and made run, &ν Theſe are 


grievances, with à witneſs; for how can their 
ailies be maimtairü, whe they are kept 

on board. 3, 4% or 5 years without their pay 
both ſuffered ſeverely the mati forced toi fub- 
— the Ships fal F rviftohs, aut their 
Fami — fall credit they hadi and 
ing , DRS Oc ν,j˖] uam of thærup- 
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this point. For in this caſe either the King 


cave. 


| leave 20102120 Months pay- rather than run 
m4 riſque ol waiting for the Kings pay. 1 
: tiny acid run @way-with the Ships. Comman- 


commands, nor expreſs themſelves in threats 


by a courteous condeſcendin 


e with encouragingy-grin l 
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ſince this Evil is ſo viſible,” 1t will be 
del dlfor the futu ere... 

-: Fhelſjroundsof:the complaiats'i in Merchant 
RO by: which they excuſe themſelves, are 
che ; The too great © Neverity: their Comman- 
ders have uſed -bottvas to their backs and bel. 
lies wich bas orcafibned: the Seamen to mu- 


ders aught to uſetheir Men like fellow Chriſti- 
ans, and not to ſuffer their tempers te grow 
moroſs and hatrſn in the Execution of their 


and curſes, and contumelous words. The ill ef- 

fects of whichdeportment has been too viſible, 
and would be; beſt prevented for the tytare, 
gtempe F ly 
out which there will be ſmall hopes: 
A for the Seamen being zealous * 
2 wi wee of of our fore 
but not drove How L 

EW: Pre Il ome Merchants . 
cena to eee their Wire 
manders that are eourteous and endeſ — 
tons f 


their 


(13 T” 
their Men, WEE ipation might go cn. 
— ſuccesfully::04f Seamnens complaints of 
Diet and othebwifh were, at the end of the 
Voyage heard and ſatisfaction given, it would 
prey ert the deſperate edurſes they take for the 
future. e fes Jar? vt 
. Some excuſed themſelves by being g tempted 
ind commanded by their cho, this 
is no excuſe, pet tis certain's bad Officer has 
great mnfigenee'tpot?'s' parcel of Fellows, who 
are too prone to be led away to ill. Where- 
fore none ought to be truſted with command, 
but ſuch as are of un unſpoted Repu rute 
and have Certificates of thè ſame. 
The excuſe of thoſe that were either ſold, 
taken; or caſt away s at Madagaſcar, is ſo bad, 
chat it detiotes; it was their choice to turn 
Pirats, for they'irhight Have Iced there, till 
an: opportunity had offered to get home. 
Wiaerefore the American Rovers ſhou d be de- 
prived of an e of going to Mada- 


gaſcar, Ar to fail out of A Port to 
the Eaſtward of the Cape of Good 1 „then 


our Euſt- India Trade would be carried on 
much more ſafe. Orders might be given not 
to Trade or correſpond with ſuch roving Fel- 
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iſſued outy requiring all Regiſterd Seamen to 
repair on board the Fleet, and giving Invita- 
tion and Encouragement for more to come,and 
compleat the allowed number about 20000 yor 
one half of what were wanted, were g 
come in voluntarily, then to compleat * | 
were ſtill an account might be had | 
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from the Governours of the Corporation of 
Marriners, how many more Seamen there 
were ſtill in and about each Sea: Port, without 
depriving of the Merchant Ships of a 'mode- | 
rate number to Navigate their Ships, — j 
| * eren, 1 the Com 
atermen, Fiſhermen, Keelme . 
men and others Who are A to we 
Water, to make choice of | ſuch a ſele& num- 
ber of eachiof them as ſhould” together! with 
the aforementioned Seamen make up 300 
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that this way 


conſiderꝭ chat afterall the Regiſtered! Men are 


"BM gone on board, and as many morè as the Se- 
port Founs could iſpare without 


too 
great a hindtance to 3 ther! che Men 
of War would be about two thirds manned, now 
were made up with Water- 
men and able boditd. Land-inen, welbfitted 
board\carly:in the Spring 


little acauſtomed to the work before the Sum- 
mer come, chey would find thec Feet mann'd 
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able to make a tout reſiſtance againſt an 'Ene- 
my, than formerly when they crowded: the 
Ships immediately before they ſaild with a 
of ragg'd fickly Fellows, that per- 
bapsohad been lying ſeveral Months in a 
Preſsurſſel upon cold Ballaſt, and ſometimes 
two thieds of the them 'were Land- men, Water- 
mens; Seryants, and ſuch like, who often by 
the Eoldsthey had contracted ; arid their want 
res e on Board- fell ſiek, and 
infe@rd the theShips-Compan y they came among. 
Thus, they were * in à ſwall time, 
mall fiek! 1 1 5 and many others that 
they had fpoil'd ;|-by this incans hips 
rene 5 joe Gary than M. Am abe 
as, theſe able bodied Land- men wol'd be 
ſea fond to the Ships before there would: be 
any need for them to go to Sea; and in a lit- 
tle time, being mix d with Sailors, they 


would be fit enough to manage a great 


Gun, and be daily y learning to WW the other. 
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many more to be procur dib by this general 


Taxation, one half of which ſhould! be laith 
on the Maritime Tovyns and Villages z and 


ſatei· men, 

Fiſhermen; or others accuſtom'd to the Wa- 
ter; the other half, the In- land Towns and 
| Villages ſhou'd procure of able-bodied Land- 


men: The ableſt andridleſt, i ſuch e ae 


beſt ſpar d without the change of Children, o or 
Relations 'Whom they maintain d; and if a 
Perſon were choſen WhO -ſhou'd gonfiderabl. 


loſe by going to Sea ; then they ſheu d chooſe 
1 more A r elſe W 
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which this, or a better Way, mi ight pre- 
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but at theuſtal pf es of Reg 47-7 5 hs or ſuch, as 
had, well, atteſted, Ende of their legal 
Diſcharge from the laft Ship they daa in; 
It would then be no eaſie matter for any of 


them to deſert the King's Service, conſidering 


the ſmall, encouragement, not knowing e 

to reſide or be employed. 1112. 
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I think if a mote liberal ſha re of Prizes were 
allowed our Seamen in cruſing Frigots, it 
would certainly get them compleatly manned 
with brisk bold Fellows, that would go 
through Fire and Water in purſuit" of their 

Enemy, were it but for the Prize ſake. 

If the Prizes, and all that's in them, were 
ſolely appro opriated to the uſe of the Officers 
and Seamen that take them, and divided e. 
; N and juſtly Ons them, each man's 

ſhare differing exactly by the fame Proporti- 
on that their monthly Wages h without 
deductions of half, or mird fe fer the tho King, fo fe 
that ſeldome does him any good, being com- 
monly ſpent upon the Prize Officers that look 
after it, if it were thus ſhared, it would be a 
e6rfiderable!! eneburagement, „and mightily 
promote the intereſt of the Nation. Th 
might be allowed to deliver their Prizes with 
an Inventory of all in them, to ſome reſponfi- 
ble Man, whom they ſhould: chuſe, and in- 
truſt with the management of their bulineſs 
allowing him ſo much per Cent. as would ſa- 
tisfie him for his trouble, and defray the ne. 
ceſſary charges of the Condemnation and fale 
of the Prize. 

There might be 10 per Cent. allowed out of 
G the 


the whole ente | the Cheſt of Chatham, for 
the relief of hurt and wounded Seamen in the 


Kings Service, and the Remainder diſtributed 


nmong.the Officers and Seamen thus, N 


Suppoſe a Captain to have 10 l. per Month, 
he ſhould have 10 ſhares, a Lieutenant or 


Mafter 6, they ſhould have 6 ſhares, a war- 
rant Officer, 3 or 4, they mould have 3 or 4 
ſhares, and ſo of all the reſt. 

If this method were taken, chars . be 


more need of diſcharging ſupernumeraries, than 


of Preſſing, and the French, that in their Priva- 


teers boldly aſſaulted our ſmall Cruiſers and 


Convoys, and boarded and took ſeveral of 
them to their honour, — our diſcredit, would 
now ſooner take a, Bear, by the tooth, than 
board an Engliſh man of War, where ſo many 


brave bold gliſh Men (not as formerly rag- 
| ger: ſickly Boys) were like Lyons ready. to 


them up at a mouthful. . All that 


| —5 Ne Affairs guring the Late War, are 


ſenſible of the great loſe we ſuſtain'd for want 


25 of nimble Cruiſers and Convoys ſtoutly man- 


ned, and how deſtructive it was to Trade, 


that Privateers were not ſuppres d and op- 


pos d with better Force and more Diligence. 


Wherefore if this method, or any other better, 
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to get the Fleet well manned, and all things 
more ſucceſsful for the future, it will be pru- 
dence to make a trial, and leave no ſtone un- 
turned till we have gain d our Bd. 
For a farther encouragement to Seamen, 
there ſhou'd be convenient Hoſpitals pro- 
vided in all the chief Sea- port Towns, where 


Men of War moſt commonly reſort, with all 


the Advantages, Architecture or other con- 
trivance. could recommend them for pleaſure, 
and that none ſhould go abroad without his 
Captains Certificate that he may be truſted. | 
Frere would be no poſſibility here torde- 


ſert, nor need of going about the Town as 


formerly, having all neceſſaries within them- 


ſelves. It would leave no room for Counter- 
feits to deſite to go ſiek on ſhore; on purpoſe 


to run away, or others to ſpend three or 
four Weeks with their drunken Companions. 
And all really ſick and wounded might be 


without fear or delay ſent thither, and ſo the 
hi 
be 


s when within reach of; theſe: Hoſpitals, 
be kept clear ot Sick People, and their Com- 


$298 free from Infection. And when the 


Sick on ſhore, were recovered by God's Bleſ- 
ns, Sur- 


geons, 
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eons, Mates and Nurſes, the ey miglit be due- 
Br Fer on board their refvedtive Ships. - 

" The: putting of ſick Men on ſhore, which 
has hitherto unmann'd the Navy' as much as 
any thing, I know might by this means be 3 in 
a great meaſure prevente. 
would be an Encouragement no ways 

cjudicial. to the Kingdom, that thoſe be- 
* to Hofpital Slips, when laid up in 
inter, were 5 'to be abſent, 
rag with their Families and Relations, and 
duly paid, they would then live much — 
comfortably/ in theo Service, than when 
"_ and turn d over fromShip to Ship, with. 
out their pay for ſeveral years together. 

The whole may be reęeapitulated in ſhort, 
and a p ropoſal made, thiut oe Ea may be 
made for e better preyenting Abufes in all 
Ships, to enable them to-puniſh Drunkennefs, 
Swearing, Whoring, Gaming, Fight 1117 
tinying and Deſerting; and the Affalt o 
. and Regiſtring a Kee 

urg d, and that Orders may be ſent to 
our Governours —_ to at our Com- 
manders of Ships to keep theit Men, and ap- 
+ 5:2: hed whe they leave their * : 
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- tificate, he might be taken and examin'd, 
and Impriſon'd, or otherwiſe puniſh'd, as 
ſhou'd be found convenient; and if any Com- 


mander Ship'd any Seaman not thus qualify'd, 
he ſhould be pumſh'd accordingly. If any 
was found to uſe the Sea not Regiſtred he 
ſhou'd be puniſh'd, if any Perfon for a time 
leave off going to Sea, he ſhou'd be oblig'd to 
give the _ er of the place notice of it, and 
his Reaſons for it. | 

If any Regiſtred Perſon dy'd, or were left 
abroad, their Friends, or others ſhou'd be 
oblig'd to acquaint the Regiſter thereof. A 
yearly Account from all the Sea-port Regi- 
{ters ſhou'd be ſent to London, and many other 
uſeful things might'be done to this purpoſe. 

For the preſent ſuppreſſing of Pyracy, it 
were convenient, that the Parliament wou'd 
take into their Conſideration, the redreſſing of 
as many of the ſaid Grievances as they think 
fit ; and remove as many of theſe Temptati- 
ons and Provocations, as they/can ; and make 
as many Laws for encouraging honeſt 


Seamen, and. puniſhing vicious ones, as | | 
ſhou'd be found neceſſary. And that all Sea- | 


Laws ſhou'd be read at leaft, Four times a 
| Year, 
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and if any Ship through mortality want Men 
to bring them home, or aſſiſt them to purſue 
their Voyage; every Merchant Ship may be 


oblig d by the Governor's order to ſpare them 


one, or more Men till they are equally man- 
ned : This wou'd prevent the abuſe of enti- 


4 * 


nd for the ſupply of Seamen in the Plan- 
tations, they ſhou'd be oblig'd to breed ſome 
of their Servants and Slaves to fail their Veſ- 


ſels fromone Collony to another, and not by 


greater Wages intice thoſe that come out of 
England to leave their Ships, and fail with 
them; or elfe ſend over and invite ſuch a 
number as they wanted, to come and fail 


in that Country, providing they could be 


2 


ſpar d at home. 2 
A Regiſter- Office might be kept at London, 


every Sea-port in England, Ireland, and our 


Colonies, and no Man to be Shipt at any of 


thoſe Ports without he had a Certificate of 
his former legal Diſcharge, and an account 


iven to the Regiſter of the place of his being 
hipt in ſuch a Ship : If any Man deſerted 
his Ship, and was found offering his ſervice 
to another Commander without having a Cer- 
= | tificate, 


* 


Lear, in the hearing of every Shi Company. 
And that all Seamen ſhou'd be fammon'd to 
come within a certain limitted time to Incor- 
porate and Regiſter; and all that did not, 
thou'd be proceeded againſt according to Law. 
And all that have been concern'd in the late 
Piracies, or are at preſent Pirating ſhot d 
be call'd in, and oblig'd to appear in a cer- 
tain time limmitted and confets their Faults, 
and give what Promiſes and Aſſurances they 
can of their future Honeſty; and then. re- 
ceive free Pardon for all that is paſt, upon 
condition of future Obedience : And all that 
did not thus come in, ſhould be proceeded 
againſt with the fevereſt meaſures the Law 
allows ; and to this End, a reward ſhou'd be 
given to any that could apprehend any of 
them, either at Sea, or aſhore, and. Men of 

War ought to be ſent to all places where they 
frequent, whether in the Eaſt or Veſt-Indies, 
Guiney, or elſewhere to take them. Five or Six 
nimble Frigots would he ſufficient in the Weſt- 
Indies. Three or Four updg the Coaſt of Vir- 
ginia, &c. as many more upon the,Coaft of 
Guinea, and the like number that now is, to 
be continu'd to be ſent to the Eaſt-Indies. 
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